CASE STUDY RECORD
Netherlands
Global Climate  ·  National
Where IB? Geography DP  ·  Windermere Preparatory School
Name:  ______________________________          Date started:  ______________          Last updated:  ______________
Six sections are filled in for you. Four are yours — evidence, perspectives, evaluation and the current connection. Those four are where the marks are. This record is not finished until they are done.
	01   LOCATION
	GIVEN


Kingdom of the Netherlands
52.2°N 5.3°E   ·   Scale: National
	02   GEOGRAPHIC CONTEXT
	GIVEN


A wealthy delta country with a large share of its land below sea level, protected by an extensive and continuously maintained system of barriers, dunes and drainage. Adaptation here is an ongoing national commitment rather than a project.
	03   PROCESSES
	GIVEN


What is changing here, and the mechanisms driving it.
1. Coastal and river flood defence engineering
1. Managed drainage of land below sea level
1. Room for the River: giving water space rather than resisting it
1. Long-term adaptive planning under uncertainty

	04   EVIDENCE
	YOU BUILD THIS


Find these. Write the year beside every figure — a statistic without a date is not evidence. Note the source too, so you can check it later.
	WHAT TO FIND
	FIGURE + YEAR
	SOURCE

	Share of land and population below sea level
	
	

	Annual spending on flood protection
	
	

	Design standards for the barriers, in return periods
	
	

	Cost comparison with Bangladesh's per capita adaptation spending
	
	



	05   STAKEHOLDERS
	GIVEN


Who is affected, and separately, who holds the decision-making power.
1. Dutch residents living below sea level
1. The national water authorities
1. Taxpayers funding permanent maintenance
1. Other delta countries seeking transferable lessons
For each one, add what they actually want — and mark where two of them want incompatible things.
	

	

	

	



	06   PERSPECTIVES
	YOU BUILD THIS


Find two sources that disagree about this case — not two summaries of the same view. For each: who they are, what they claim, and what interest they have. A perspective without a holder is not a perspective.
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



	07   CONCEPTS
	GIVEN


1. Possibility. What adaptation looks like when money is not the constraint.
1. Power. Sustained political commitment across decades and governments.
1. Scale. Compare directly with Bangladesh: similar physical exposure, very different capacity.

	08   EVALUATION
	YOU BUILD THIS


How significant is this? How effective was any response? What are the limits of your evidence? What else could explain the pattern? Reach a judgement and defend it.
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



	09   CURRENT CONNECTION
	YOU BUILD THIS


One dated development from the last twelve months. Does it strengthen, weaken or complicate the case above? Update this every time you revisit the case.
	

	

	

	

	



	10   EXAM USE
	GIVEN


Adaptation strategies, and how far wealth explains resilience.
Add the specific questions you have practised with this case, and which evidence you used.
	

	

	

	


BEFORE YOU WRITE ABOUT THIS ONE
The strongest use of this case is paired with Bangladesh. The physical problem is similar; the resources are not.
WHERE TO LOOK
Dutch Delta Programme   https://english.deltacommissaris.nl/
Rijkswaterstaat   https://www.rijkswaterstaat.nl/en
OECD   https://www.oecd.org/
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