CASE STUDY RECORD
Tuvalu
Global Climate  ·  National
Where IB? Geography DP  ·  Windermere Preparatory School
Name:  ______________________________          Date started:  ______________          Last updated:  ______________
Six sections are filled in for you. Four are yours — evidence, perspectives, evaluation and the current connection. Those four are where the marks are. This record is not finished until they are done.
	01   LOCATION
	GIVEN


Tuvalu
8.0°S 178.1°E   ·   Scale: National
	02   GEOGRAPHIC CONTEXT
	GIVEN


A very small, very low island nation in the Pacific with almost no land above a few metres. Freshwater is limited and easily contaminated by saltwater intrusion.
	03   PROCESSES
	GIVEN


What is changing here, and the mechanisms driving it.
1. Sea level rise reducing habitable land
1. Saltwater intrusion into freshwater lenses
1. Coastal erosion and storm damage
1. Planned migration and questions of statehood

	04   EVIDENCE
	YOU BUILD THIS


Find these. Write the year beside every figure — a statistic without a date is not evidence. Note the source too, so you can check it later.
	WHAT TO FIND
	FIGURE + YEAR
	SOURCE

	Maximum and average elevation
	
	

	Observed rate of local sea level rise
	
	

	Population, and projected migration numbers
	
	

	Tuvalu's share of global emissions
	
	



	05   STAKEHOLDERS
	GIVEN


Who is affected, and separately, who holds the decision-making power.
1. Tuvaluan citizens and future generations
1. The Tuvaluan government, negotiating internationally
1. Australia and New Zealand as potential destinations
1. International legal bodies on statehood and maritime boundaries
For each one, add what they actually want — and mark where two of them want incompatible things.
	

	

	

	



	06   PERSPECTIVES
	YOU BUILD THIS


Find two sources that disagree about this case — not two summaries of the same view. For each: who they are, what they claim, and what interest they have. A perspective without a holder is not a perspective.
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



	07   CONCEPTS
	GIVEN


1. Possibility. Adaptation has a limit, and this is what reaching it looks like.
1. Power. Among the smallest emitters, facing among the largest consequences.
1. Place. What happens to a nation's identity when its territory goes?

	08   EVALUATION
	YOU BUILD THIS


How significant is this? How effective was any response? What are the limits of your evidence? What else could explain the pattern? Reach a judgement and defend it.
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



	09   CURRENT CONNECTION
	YOU BUILD THIS


One dated development from the last twelve months. Does it strengthen, weaken or complicate the case above? Update this every time you revisit the case.
	

	

	

	

	



	10   EXAM USE
	GIVEN


Existential risk, climate justice, and the limits of adaptation.
Add the specific questions you have practised with this case, and which evidence you used.
	

	

	

	


BEFORE YOU WRITE ABOUT THIS ONE
Avoid writing about Tuvalu as though it has already disappeared. Check what is projected against what has happened.
WHERE TO LOOK
NASA Sea Level Change portal   https://sealevel.nasa.gov/
Pacific Community (SPC)   https://www.spc.int/
Our World in Data — CO2 emissions   https://ourworldindata.org/co2-emissions
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